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It ws announced in the Novemher 4 issue of Science m~gruinc (Science 266,723, 
1994) that Hoffmann4.a Roche will close the Roche Institute of Molecular Biolow (RIMB) 
in Nutley, New Jersey. Although the Institute will bt rtlocated on the campus of Syntcx in 
PsJo Aho, California, it is apparent that the RIMB will continue to exist in numc only since 
the mission of the transplanted Institute will focus on genomics and the sequencing of the 
hum&n gcnome, affcrrts thtit art now in vogue. Since it appears to be unlikely thlrt any 
memhsrs of the 16bpmon staff will bc asked to move to the new location, the current staff 
must relocrrte, refire or find new positions. 

We, the undersigned, view these events with grcst sadness, most importuntly hectluse 
they occur at a time when support for such rascarch is dwindling at the eqmue nf what is 
frequently trendy, gaaf-oriented research. The RlMB htls been unique since Irs Inception 
in 1967 when it bccamc the first institution devoted entirety to bait tcsetlrch supportid by 
a pharmawutical company. Initially, there was considerable skepticism in the scientific 
cclmmunity regarding Hoffmann-lo Roche’a commitment. However, with Rtxhc’s generous 
suppart the Institute attracted a number of excellent scientists and SOWI attained 8 world- 
class reputation which bars been maintained for over 25 years. BWXI on most recent citUinl1 
Indexes, far instance, the RIMB ranks extremely hi& In wdditinn, the Institute hi\s pl~y~i 
a very important role in training outstanding scientists, many af whom now rxwpy 
ic&rshjp positions in academia and industry. With rhc help of the Ilatitute, Fioffm;ltin-L;L 
Roche, Inc. hccamc one uf the first pharmaceutical companics to utilize molecdw hidagy 
in drug devclnpment, thereby making it a standardVbearcr in the industry. Moreover, the 
development and murkcling of Abuscrcen and alphu interferon ~~c~~~rncd directly frclnl the 
research of InRtitutc scientists. The RIMB ix unique and hes succc~ded in its mission in 
research and training ~1 an extent that exceeded cxpectA.ms. Since our understunding uF 
the molacular biology of cdlulsrt processes Is far from cxhaustcd, it is rfifficult to understand 
Hoffmann-La Rochc’s dccislon to close the RIMB in Nutlcy, 
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For the current membcra rtf the RIMB, this closute represctlts ;l personal loss and 
8 feeling of abandonment by Hoffmann4.a I&he tr, which they committed tltetn!&cs and 
their cureer~. For the larger scientific community, it rcprcscnts yet i\nothtr lass in support 
for thr kind of fundamental research that is cssentid for scientific ~~rngrts~ but for which 
there is no vocal pddic canstitucncy. 


